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May 31, 2022

The Honorable Raul Ruiz, M.D.
2342 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Ruiz,

We write to express our sincere gratitude for your leadership of H.R. 1946, the Medicare Multi- Cancer Early
Detection Screening Coverage Act, and share our steadfast commitment to working with you to swiftly
enact this important legislation. Congress has a number of urgent priorities, but the fact remains that
cancer will take the lives of more than 600,000 Americans this year alone.[!l Working together, we can drive
this figure down.

It is estimated that there will be 189,220 new cancer cases diagnosed in California in 2022.1! For too many
of those Americans, their diagnosis will come too late, after the cancer has already spread throughout the
body. Late-stage cancer is often fatal. For example, only 6 percent of individuals diagnosed with late-stage
lung cancer survive 5 years after their diagnosis.”® Your support of H.R. 1946 can help change that.

As you know, new blood-based screenings hold tremendous promise to find cancer earlier, before symptoms
arise. By combining the latest advances in genomic sequencing and computing power, multi- cancer tests have
shown the ability to detect many cancers from a simple blood draw.*! These new tools are expected to
dramatically expand the benefits of early detection to more cancers, and expand detection’s reach to more
settings of care, enabling earlier treatment for a wider range of cancers. First, however, seniors and others at
highest risk for developing cancer must have pathways to access in Medicare.

Building on previous congressional action to provide a coverage pathway for mammograms, pap- smears,
and colonoscopies, we stand ready to support Congressional action with the passage H.R. 1946. This bill will
ensure there is equitable access to these multi-cancer tests once they are approved by the Food and Drug
Administration and are shown to have clinical benefit. We were also



pleased to see President Biden’s support for multi-cancer early detection as part of his recent cancer moonshot
initiative, and hope this can contribute to the legislation’s continued progress.!

It is our hope that this bill moves forward to enactment as quickly as possible this year.

Thank you again for your leadership of this legislation.

Sincerely,

Jen Grand-Lejano
Government Relations Director, Northern CA
ACS-CAN California
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Executive Director,
Association of Northern California Oncologists
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Chief Executive Officer,
California Access Coalition
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President & Chief Executive Officer,
California Chronic Care Coalition
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Chairman,
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Chief Executive Officer,
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Courtney Quinn
Executive Director,
Albie Aware Breast Cancer Foundation

Jisa Beli
ina Bell6

Executive Director,
Bay Area Cancer Connections
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Rhonda Smith
Executive Director,
California Black Health Network

Stephen Ramirez

President & Chief Executive Officer,
California H(_e’alth Collaborative
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Mikr'e Guerra

President & Chief Executive Officer,
California Life Sciences
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Rob Tufel

Chief Executive Officer,
Cancer Support Community San Francisco Bay

Liz ms
Founding Director,
Chronic Care Policy Alliance




i

_Aaurie Fenton Ambrose
Co-Founder, President & Chief Executive Officer,
GO2 Foundation for Lung Cancer
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Scott Suckow

Executive Director,
Liver Coalition of San Diego

Nichole East
Executive Director,

Medical Oncology Association of Southern California, Inc.

Rick Callendar
President,
NAACP, California-Hawaii State Conference

Scott Suckow
Director,
Patient Advocates United in San Diego County

Olivia Fe
Executive Director,
San Francisco Women’s Cancer Network

LaTisa Brooks ~

President,
Sister’s Network, Northern California
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Dana Dornsife
Founder & Chief Executive Officer,

Lazarex Cancer Foundation

Executive Director,
Lupus Foundation of Southern California
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Kim Gerrish
Executive Director,
Michelle’s Place
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Tom McCoy
Executive Director, State Government Affairs,
Nevada Chronic Care Collaborative
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Robert Gish, MD
Transplant Hepatologist,

Robert Gish and Associates, LLC
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Paul Downey
President & Chief Executive Officer,
Serving Seniors
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Jan Lemucchi
LTSS Manager,
Independent Living Center of Kern County
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