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Patient Advocates United in San Diego County Poll Shows Overwhelming
Voter Support for Patient-Focused Health Care Reform,
Not Insurance-Driven Policies
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(San Diego, CA)—A new statewide survey commissioned by Patient Advocates United
in San Diego County reveals overwhelming support among California voters for
strengthening our country’s leadership in medical innovation while addressing the rising
influence and cost burden associated with health insurance conglomerates.

The survey found that 93% of those surveyed want policymakers to address rising
health insurance costs and the growing influence of insurance companies.

Based within the third largest biotechnology hub in the country, Patients Advocates
United in San Diego County is committed to health care reforms that don’t risk the cures
of tomorrow. Voters nearly unanimously agreed, with more than 93% concluding that it
is important for the U.S. to remain a global leader in innovation.

“These results make one thing clear: Californians believe we don’t have to choose
between innovation, affordability, and accountability — and we don’t,” said Scott Suckow,
chair of Patient Advocates United in San Diego County and executive director of the
Liver Coalition of San Diego “Patients want a transparent system that supports cutting-
edge research while ensuring they can actually access the treatments they need today.”

The poll also revealed a significant gap in awareness of the 340B Drug Discount
Program, but strong support for reform once voters learn about the federal program.
Despite 71% of those surveyed being unfamiliar with the program, once they learned
more, 91% said it was important for Congress to increase transparency and
accountability.

“This is a wake-up call for policymakers,” said Courtney Quinn, chair of the patient
engagement committee for Patient Advocates United in San Diego County. “Even when
voters don’t know every detail of a complex program, they instinctively understand the
need for transparency and accountability in our health care system.”

The survey’s findings underscore the urgent need for large-scale health insurance
reform that ensures the system works for patients — particularly by addressing the
consolidation of insurers, pharmacy middlemen, and health care providers that is driving
up health care costs, as well as the large role insurance companies hold in shaping care
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decisions through utilization barriers like prior authorization, step therapy, and copay
accumulator programs.

The survey was conducted online from May 20-25, 2026, among 1,000 voters. The poll
carries a margin of error of +3.1% at a 95% confidence interval and reflects the
demographic composition of California’s voting population.

About Patient Advocates United in San Diego County

Patient Advocates United in San Diego County is a coalition individuals and
organizations dedicated to advancing patient-centered health care policies that improve
access, affordability, and innovation. We support people living with chronic health
conditions by strengthening patient voices, equipping advocates, and engaging with
policymakers and health care leaders to ensure access to high-quality, timely care while
supporting the development of tomorrow’s cures.
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